
 M  I N U T E S   O F   T H E  M  E E T I N G 

 SOUTH ROCK ISLAND TOWNSHIP BOARD 

 STATE OF ILLINOIS 
 County of Rock Island 

 South Rock Island Township 

 The South Rock Island Township Board met at the Township Clerk’s Office, 4330 11th Street, Rock Island, IL, on 
 March 28, 2022, at 4:15 pm. 

 Roll Call  : 
 Officials present:  Supervisor Grace Diaz Shirk, Trustee Mark Parr, Jr, Trustee Frank Skafidas (by phone), 

 Trustee Bill Sowards, and Trustee KJ Whitley. No officials were absent. Township Clerk Nick Camlin reported the 
 presence of a quorum. Assessor Nichole Parker was also present. 

 Approval of the Agenda and Meeting Minutes  : 
 Whitley moved, and Sowards seconded, to approve the Agenda  (Record)  . Voice vote. Motion carried. 
 Parr moved, and Skafidas seconded, to approve the February 28, 2022, Township Board meeting 

 minutes. Voice vote. Motion carried. 

 Supervisor Shirk recognized Dorothy Beck and Phil Dennis of Bring Back Bins to discuss with the 
 Township Board community recycling efforts. Supervisor Shirk stated that she looked into bringing a recycling site 
 to the Township Hall, and found costs of $135 per haul and an ongoing fee of $35 per month. The Supervisor 
 suggested that a Township effort for recycling would be a lot to handle given the staff and facilities. Ms Beck 
 stated that the Rock Island County Waste Management Authority closed four drop off sites throughout the 
 County last summer due to funding issues. Mr Dennis stated that the group has secured a Study Session on the 
 topic with the Rock Island City Council, with other partners including the NAACP, the Community Caring 
 Conference, and about 14 citizens in their group. Ms Beck and Mr Dennis asked the Township for a resolution of 
 support to bring back community recycling, and for one or more Township officials to attend the Study Session. 
 Even though the undertaking for a Township recycling site would be prohibitive, Mr Dennis suggested that 
 perhaps the Township could help in terms of providing some funding with other sources for a 
 community-at-large recycling site. 

 Public Hearing on the Budget & Appropriation Ordinance  : 
 Supervisor Shirk moved, and Sowards seconded, to open the public hearing regarding the Township 

 Budget and Annual Appropriation Ordinance. Roll call vote. Four votes in favor: Parr, Skafidas, Sowards, Whitley, 
 and Shirk. No votes in opposition. Motion carried. 

 The Supervisor stated that notice of the hearing was published in the newspaper on March 2, 2022. 
 Supervisor Shirk took the opportunity to provide details about the Budget & Appropriation Ordinance, 

 particularly changes for wages moving from the GA Fund to the Town Fund, keeping internet and phone costs 
 the same, and lowering the health insurance line item in the GA Fund 

 The Supervisor then made three calls for the public to address the Township Board regarding the Budget 
 and Appropriation Ordinance. After being given the opportunity, no members of the public wished to speak. 

 The Supervisor announced that since it is not on the Agenda for this meeting to adopt the Budget & 
 Appropriation Ordinance, that there will be a Special Township Board meeting on March 31, 2022, at Riverfront 
 Grille, Rock Island, IL, at 5:15 pm. 

 Sowards moved, and Whitley seconded, to close the public hearing. Voice vote. Motion carried. 

 Reports  : 
 Grace Diaz Shirk provided the Supervisor’s Report  (Record)  . The Supervisor stated that TOIRMA sent a 

 refund for the insurance premium in the amount of $1,265. 
 Supervisor Shirk reminded the Township Board that the Annual Town Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 
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 April 12, 2022, and Tom Kilbride, Thom Sigel, and Barney Vincent would be receiving Township Resident Awards 
 this year. 

 Supervisor Shirk updated Local Emergency Guidelines for 2022 and provided a copy of the guidelines to 
 the Township Board  (Record)  . 

 There was consensus among the Township Board to provide funding for lapses in insurance benefits 
 when Township employees’ paychecks can’t cover their share, and formal action will be taken at the April 
 Township Board meeting. 

 The Township COVID policy is set to expire on March 31, 2022, and there was consensus to let it expire 
 and make masks optional at the Township Hall. 

 The Supervisor stated that Shred Day at the Township Hall is scheduled for April 27, 2022. 
 Supervisor Shirk informed the Township Board that free leaf bags would be available at the Township 

 Hall beginning April 4, 2022. 
 The Supervisor informed the Township Board that an outdoor Free Give Away is scheduled for May 3, 

 2022, at the Township Hall. 
 Cooking classes through the University of Illinois Extension will be back at the Township Hall on 

 Wednesdays starting June 15, 2022, through July 13, 2022, from 9:30 to 11:30 am, for ages 8 to 13. 
 Supervisor Shirk stated that planning has begun for the Kid Camp over the summer. 
 Supervisor Shirk announced that in partnership with Rock Island Parks & Recreation through the Try-Play 

 program, a movie will be shown in Hodge Park, within the Township in June. 
 Nick Camlin verbally provided the Township Clerk’s Report. The Township Clerk stated that proof of 

 publication from the newspaper for the notice of the budget hearing was received on March 4, 2022. Township 
 Clerk Camlin stated that he was informed by Assessor Parker that she fulfilled the annual FOIA request from 
 Black Knight for property record information on March 25, 2022. The Annual Town Meeting public notice and 
 publishing was completed by the Township Clerk at least 15 days before the meeting. 

 Nichole Parker provided the Assessor’s Report  (Record)  .  Assessor Parker stated that many seniors have 
 been signing up for the senior freeze in her office. 

 The Supervisor reviewed the February 2022 General/Emergency Assistance Report  (Record)  . 
 The February 2022 Client/Public/Senior Citizen Report was printed on the Agenda. 

 Treasurer’s Report and Town Fund & Relief Fund Bills  : 
 The Supervisor provided the Treasurer’s Report for February 2022  (Record)  . 
 The Township Board audited the bills and claims  (Record)  .  Parr moved, and Whitley seconded, to 

 authorize the payment of the Town Fund and Relief Fund bills and transfers in the amount of $38,647.23. Roll call 
 vote. Five votes in favor: Parr, Skafidas, Sowards, Whitley, and Shirk. No votes in opposition. Motion carried. 

 Unfinished Business  : 
 None. 

 New Business  : 
 Whitley moved, and Sowards seconded, to purchase a wheelchair for use by Township residents. 

 Skafidas stated his opposition due to liability concerns and lack of guidelines. Whitley suggested patterning with 
 Habitat to help. Supervisor Shirk stated that the wheelchair would be provided for temporary relief and that 
 guidelines could be set later. Roll call vote. Four votes in favor: Parr, Sowards, Whitley, and Shirk. One vote in 
 opposition: Skafidas. Motion carried. 

 The Township Board reviewed the information from Bring Back the Bins, which wants the support of the 
 Township in the City Council Study Session and perhaps help funding a solution. Supervisor Shirk moved, and 
 Sowards seconded, to reject having a recycling site at the Township Hall, but to establish a resolution to support 
 a site for the community and contributing to its funding. Voice vote. Motion carried. 

 Supervisor Shirk presented changes to the Township Personnel Guidelines regarding illness and carer’s 
 leave, and the Township Board suggested other changes. The proposed changes will be placed on the April 
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 Township Board meeting under Unfinished Business. 
 Parr moved, and Whitley seconded, to ratify the Intergovernmental Agreement for General & Emergency 

 Assistance with Rural, Andalusia, and Edgington Townships  (Record)  . Voice vote. Motion carried. 
 Parr moved, and Sowards seconded, to donate $400 to Rock Island Girls Softball for sponsorship of a 

 team. Roll call vote. Five votes in favor: Parr, Skafidas, Sowards, Whitley, and Shirk. No votes in opposition. 
 Motion carried. 

 No action was taken on a request from the Rock Island-Milan Education Foundation for the Austin 
 Academic Achievement Awards. 

 Public Comments  : 
 Parr asked whether Rock Island & Milan Little League responded to the Township with data about their 

 players and what Townships they come from; Supervisor Shirk stated she had not heard anything from them. 

 Adjournment  : 
 At 6:26 pm Supervisor Shirk moved, and Parr seconded, to adjourn the meeting. 

 THIS IS A CERTIFIED COPY OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING APPROVED 
 BY THE SOUTH ROCK ISLAND TOWNSHIP BOARD ON APRIL 25, 2022. 

 Seal—> 

 _______________________________             _______________ 
 Nick Camlin, Township Clerk  Date 
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